HOW MUCH EXACTLY DOES
STUDYING IN THE US COST?

So, you’re thinking
of attending
university in the
US?
HOW MUCH WILL
IT COST YOU?
Universities in the US can cost
anywhere between $30,000 and
$80,000 per year. As a general
rule, universities in coastal
gateway cities such as Boston,
San Francisco, and New York City
will be significantly more
expensive than their counterparts
in the South and Midwest. Cost
of attendance (seen below for
three different universities)
factors in not only tuition, but
also room and board, books,
transportation, and personal
expenses. As a general rule,
universities in coastal gateway
cities, such as Boston, San
Francisco, and New York, will
generally be much more
expensive than rural locations in
the South and Midwest.

COST: A COMPARISON
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR
OPTIONS
With the steep price tag of US higher
education, many students and
families look for options to help fund
their education. The good news: over
70 universities in the US have
endowments of greater than 1 billion
dollars, whereas only 3 universities in
the UK can boast the same. As such,
they have greater resources to
allocate to student scholarships.
There are three main ways you can
save:
NEED-BASED AID
This form of aid is awarded based
on the student's family's financial
situation. Not all universities offer it
to international students, and not
all families are eligible to receive it.

MERIT AID
This form of aid does not factor in
a family’s need or nationality, and is
offered to a student based solely
on their exceptional performance
academically, artistically, or
otherwise.
ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS
This form of aid is awarded to top
athletes committed to attending
Division 1 or Division 2 universities.
Not all athletes receive athletic
scholarships, and some sports,
such as American football, receive
substantially more scholarship
funding than others, such as diving.

Now, let’s take a
closer look:
NEED-BASED AID
Who Qualifies?
US federal need-based aid is only
available for American citizens and
eligible non-citizens, such as green
card holders and refugees. That
being said, international students
can still apply for need-based aid,
but options are limited and
opportunities vary from school to
school.
Need-Blind vs. Need-Aware
Before you check the box indicating
that you are interested in receiving
need-based aid, you should
understand whether a school is
need-blind or need-aware.
Need-blind schools will not factor
your request for financial aid into
their admission decision and will
provide you with aid that matches
your full demonstrated need.
However, there are only
approximately twenty American
universities that are need-blind for
international students and treat
them the same as domestic
applicants in awarding this type of
aid. Here are a few:
Harvard
Yale
Princeton
MIT
Amherst

On the other hand, need-aware
schools will look into your request
for aid while making an admissions
decision. Some schools which are
need-aware, but have also
committed to meeting your full
need if you are accepted are as
follows:
University of Pennsylvania
University of Chicago
Dartmouth
Swarthmore
Colgate
Davidson
Vassar
University of Richmond

Where should you apply?
Here’s a list of schools that gave the
most aid to international students in
2017:
Yale
Wesleyan
Amherst
Stanford
Harvard
Trinity College
Williams College
Skidmore
Columbia
University of Chicago

SOURCE:
www.edupass.org/finaid/undergraduate.phtml

How do you apply for
financial aid?
As an international student, you will
need to complete either the CSS
Profile or a similar school-provided
form. These forms ask you to
document your family's expenses,
income, and assets. The form will
also request tax returns for countries
without income tax (such as the
UAE), a statement of income and
bank statement Typically, aid will not
be provided.

How much can you expect?
Top universities will give you as
much aid as is required for you to
attend, If you are accepted to
Harvard, for example, and your
family makes less than $60,000 per
year, university policy stipulates that
you will pay nothing to attend. If
your family makes between $60,000
and $160,000 per year, you will pay
10% of your annual income toward
tuition - not the “sticker price” listed
by the university’s website.
Most top private schools have
committed to meeting the
demonstrated need of student
applicants; being accepted is the
first (and most difficult) hurdle. View
our other e-book (Guide to US
University Admissions.) to learn
more about the requirements for US
universities, what it takes to be
accepted to a top university, and
how to build a balanced college list.
In the 2017-2018 application cycle, Hale
helped students receive full-ride
scholarships to Columbia University,
New York University, Williams College,
and Amherst College.

MERIT AID
If you don’t qualify for need-based
aid, then consider merit aid. Merit
aid can be offered to any student,
regardless of financial standing or
nationality; as such, this is the most
common form of aid awarded to
international students. Individual
Hale students have been awarded
as much as 2.6 Million AED by
universities in a single application
season, and Hale students
collectively have received over 100
Million AED in merit scholarships
over the past three years.

How do you receive merit
aid?
Some universities, such as Fairleigh
Dickinson University, publish a
GPA/standardized test score matrix
that automatically qualifies
applicants for merit aid. Others
award aid based on candidates'
holistic profile; a few require
additional essays applications,
recommendations and nomination
by a school official. Many
universities have earlier deadlines
and require additional materials to
be considered for merit
scholarships, so start your research
process early!

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIPS
Athletic scholarships can be offered
to athletes at the NCAA Division 1
and Division 2 levels. Universities at
the Division 3 level are not able to
offer athletic scholarships, but can
offer the types of aid discussed
above (academic, merit, and
need-based aid). Ivy League
universities, which are Division 1, are
barred from offering athletic
scholarships. It is important to note
that not all athletic scholarships are
full scholarships; some can be
combined with academic
scholarships, should your scores
meet the university's stated
minimum threshold.
Remember, all intercollegiate
athletic programs are competitive,
and even the majority of Division 1
student athletes do not receives
scholarships. Be wary of any
individual or organization offering
sports scholarships; often, these
scholarships are to universities that
are not reputable, have a low
standard of education, and are
home to very few international
students.

ABOUT HALE
Hale Education Group is the leading
independent educational consulting
firm in the GCC focusing on US
university admissions. We provide
college admissions counseling to
Emirati and international students
seeking admission to the full
spectrum of US universities and
colleges. Our innovative model has
evolved from our deep background
and broad experience in admissions
counseling in the United States. We
center our services on providing
intensive one-on-one counseling and
guidance to students in every aspect
of US college admissions, based on
the philosophy of finding the right
“fit." Hale’s mission is to guide and
empower students seeking to realize
their maximum personal, academic,
and professional potential through
the pursuit of American and Canadian
higher education.
To learn more about our team of
counselors, please visit:
http://haleeducation.com/team
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